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That there are doctrines that reject‘s one or more
democratic freedom is itself a permanent fact of life, or
seems so. This gives us the practical task of containing
them__like war and disease __ so that they do not
overturn political justice [ John Rawls, Political

Liberalism, New York : Columbia University Press, 2005,
p-64]
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This is because the purpose of the criminal law is to
uphold basic natural duties those which forbid us to
injure other persons in their life and limb or to deprive
them of their liberty and property and punishments are

to serve this end.
In a well ordered society there would be no need for the
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penal law except law except insofar as the assurance
problem made it necessary.

Since each person is free to plan his life as he pleases (so
long as his intentions are consistent with the principles
of justice) unanimity concerning the standards of
rationality is not required. [John rawls: Chapter The
Right and the Good Contrasted, in Theory of Justice,
Cambridge, Mass: The Belknap Press of Harvard
University Press, 1971. p.221]
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What Rawls is s.aying is that there is in a constitutional

liberal democracy a tradition of thought which it is our
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job to explore and see whether it can be made coherent
and consistent... We are not arguing for such a society.
We take for granted that today only a fool would not
want to live in such a soceiety... If one cannot see the
benefits of living in a liberal constitutional democracy, if
one does not see the virtue of that .ideal, then I do not
know how to convince him. To be perfectly
blunt,sometimes I am asked,when I go around speaking
for Rawls, What do you say to an Adolf Hitler? the
answer is [nothing]. You shoot him. You do not try to
reason with him. Reason hasno bearing on this question.
So I do not want to discuss it (Burton Derben on Rawls
& Political Liberalism in the cambridge companion to Rawls
[ed.S.R. Freeman] UK: Cambridge University Press USA
2003 Page 328-329)
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2y J 5@ Helena Noberg&b;( d/ i ’d/ L/u?
This same pattern is being repeated in rural areas all
over the South, where millions of young people believe
contemporary Western culture to be far superior to their
own. This is not surprising: looking as they do from the
outside, all they can see is the material side of the
modern world— the side in which Western culture
excels. They cannot so readily see the social or
psychological dimensions: the stress, the loneliness, the
fear of growing old. Nor can they see environmental
decay, inflation, or unemployment. This leads young
Ladakhis to develop feelings of inferiority, to reject their

own culture wholesale, and at the same time to eagerly
embrace the global monoculture. They rush after the
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sunglasses, walkmans, and blue jeans not because they
find those jeans more attractive or comfortable but
because they are symbols of modern life.

Modern symbols have also contributed to an increase in
aggression in Ladakh. Young boys now see violence
glamorized on the screen. From Western-style films,
they can easily get the impression that if they want to be
modern, they should smoke one cigarette after another,
get a fast car, and race through the countryside shooting
people left and right.

WESTERN-STYLE EDUCATION

No one can deny the value of real education the
widening and enrichment of knowledge. But today in
the Third World, education has become something quite
different. It isolates children from their culture and from
nature, training them instead to become narrow
specialists in a Westernized urban environment. This
process has been particularly striking in Ladakh, where
modern schooling acts almost as a blindfold, preventing
children from seeing the very context in which they live.
They leave school unable to use their own resources,
unable to function in their own world.

With the exception of religious training in the
monasteries, Ladakh’s traditional culture had no
separate process called education.Instead education
was the product of a person’s intimate relationship with
the community and the ecosystem. Children learned
from grandparents, family, and friends and from the
natural world.

Helping with the sowing, for instance, they would learn
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that on one side of the village it was a little warmer, on
the other side a little colder. From their own experience
children would come to distinguish different strains of
barley and the specific growing conditions each strain
preferred. They learned how to recognize and use even
the tiniest wild plant, and how to pick out a particular
animal on a faraway mountain slope. They learned
about connection, process, and change, about the
intricate web of fluctuating relationships in the natural
world around them.

For generation after generation, Ladakhis grew up
learning how to provide themselves with clothing and
shelter: how to make shoes out of yak skin and robes
from the wool of sheep; how to build houses out of mud
and stone. Education was location-specific and nurtured
an intimate relationship with the living world. It gave
children an intuitive awareness that allowed them, as
they grew older, to use resources in an effective and
sustainable way.

None of that knowledge is provided in the modern
school. Children are trained to become specialists in a
technological rather than an ecological society. School is
a place to forget traditional skills and, worse, to look
down on them.

Western education first came to Ladakhi villages in the
1970s. Today there are about two hundred schools. The
basic curriculum is a poor imitation of that taught in
other parts of India, which itself is an imitation of British
education. There is almost nothing Ladakhi about it.
Once, while visiting a classroom in Leh, the capital, I
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saw a drawing in a textbook of a child’s bedroom that
could have been in London or New York. It showed a
pile of neatly folded handkerchiefs on a four-poster bed
and gave instructions as to which drawer of the vanity
unit to keep them in. Many other schoolbooks were
equally absurd and inappropriate. For homework in one
class, pupils were supposed to figure out the angle of
incidence that the Leaning Tower of Pisa makes with the
ground. Another time they were struggling with an
English translation of The Iliad.

Most of the skills Ladakhi children learn in school will
never be of real use to them. In essence, they receive an
inferior version of an education appropriate for a New
Yorker, a Parisian, or a Berliner. They learn from books
written by people who have never set foot in Ladakh,
who know nothing about growing barley at 12,000 feet
or about making houses out of sun-dried bricks.

This situation is not unique to Ladakh. In every corner
of the world today, the process called education is based
on the same assumptions and the same Eurocentric
model. The focus is on faraway facts and figures, on
"universal” knowledge. The books propagate
information that is believed to be appropriate for the
entire planet. But since the only knowledge that can be
universally applicable is far removed from specific
ecosystems and cultures, what children learn is
essentially synthetic, divorced from its living context. If
they go on to higher education, they may learn about
building houses, but these "houses" will be the universal
boxes of concrete and steel. So too, if they study

o9
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agriculture, they will learn about industrial farming:
chemical fertilizers and pesticides; large machinery and
hybrid seeds. The Western educational system is making
us all poorer by teaching people around the world to
use the same global resources, ignoring those that the
environment naturally provides. In this way,
Western-style education creates artificial scarcity and
induces competition.

In Ladakh and elsewhere, modern education not only
ignores local resources but, worse still, robs children of
their self-esteem. Everything in school promotes the
Western model and, as a direct consequence, makes
children think of themselves and their traditions as
inferior.

Western-style education pulls people away from
agriculture and into the city, where they become
dependent on the money economy. Traditionally there
was no such thing as unemployment. But in the modern
sector there is now intense competition for a very
limited number of paying jobs, principally in the
government. As a result, unemployment is already a
serious problem.

Modern education has brought some obvious benefits,
such as improvement in the literacy rate. It has also
enabled the Ladakhis to be more informed about the
forces at play in the world outside. In so doing,
however, it has divided Ladakhis from each other and
the land and put them on the lowest rung of the global
economic ladder.
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LOCAL ECONOMY VERSUS GLOBAL ECONOMY
When I first came to Ladakh the Western macroeconomy
had not yet arrived, and the local economy was still
rooted in its own soils. Producers and consumers were
closely linked in a community-based economy. Two
decades of development in Ladakh, however, have led
to a number of fundamental changes, the most
important of which is perhaps the new dependence on
food and energy from thousands of miles away.

The path toward globalization depends upon
continuous government investments. It requires the
buildup of a large-scale industrial infrastructure that
includes roads, mass communications facilities, energy
installations, and schools for specialized education.
Among other things, this heavily subsidized
infrastructure allows goods produced on a large scale
and transported long distances to be sold at artificially
low prices — in many cases at lower prices than goods
produced locally. In Ladakh, the Indian government is
not only paying for roads, schools, and energy
installations but is also bringing in subsidized food from
India’s bread-basket, the Punjab. Ladakh’s local
economy which has provided enough food for its people
for two thousand years is now being invaded by
produce from industrial farms located on the other side
of the Himalayas. The food arriving in lorries by the ton
is cheaper in the local bazaar than food grown a
five-minute walk away. For many Ladakhis, it is no
longer worthwhile to continue farming.

In Ladakh this same process affects not just food but a
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whole range of goods, from clothes to household
utensils

to building materials. Imports from distant parts of
India can often be produced and distributed at lower
prices than goods produced locally — again, because of
a heavily subsidized industrial infrastructure. The end
result of the long-distance transport of subsidized goods
is that Ladakh’s local economy is being steadily
dismantled, and with it goes the local community that
was once tied together by bonds of interdependence.
Conventional economists, of course, would dismiss
these negative impacts, which cannot be quantified as
easily as the monetary transactions that are the goal of
economic development. They would also say that
regions such as the Punjab enjoy a "comparative
advantage” over Ladakh in food production, and it
therefore makes economic sense for the Punjab to
specialize in growing food, while Ladakh specializes in
some other product, and that each trade with the other.
But when distantly produced goods are heavily
subsidized, often in hidden ways, one cannot really talk
about comparative advantage or, for that matter, "free

nn

markets," "open competition in the setting of prices,” or
any of the other principles by which economists and
planners rationalize the changes they advocate. In fact,
one should instead talk about the unfair advantage that
industrial producers enjoy, thanks to a heavily
subsidized infrastructure geared toward large-scale,
centralized production.

In the past, individual Ladakhis had real power, since
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political and economic units were small, and each
person was able to deal directly with the other members
of the community. Today, "development” is hooking
people into ever-larger political and economic units. In
political terms, each Ladakhi has become one of a
national economy of eight hundred million, and, as part
of the global economy, one of about six billion.

In the traditional economy, everyone knew they had to
depend directly on family, friends, and neighbors. But
in the new economic system, political and economic
interactions take a detour via an anonymous
bureaucracy. The fabric of local interdependence is
disintegrating as the distance between people increases.
So too are traditional levels of tolerance and
cooperation. This is particularly true in the villages near
Leh, where disputes and acrimony within close-knit
communities and even families have dramatically
increased in the last few years. I have even seen heated
arguments over the allocation of irrigation water, a
procedure that had previously been managed smoothly
within a cooperative framework.[The Future of
progress, Reflection on the Environment and
Development, Edward Goldsmith, Martin Khor, Helena-
Hodge, Vandana Shiva & Others, Published by Green
books Ltd in association with The International Society
for Ecology & Culture]
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Google. Amazon, e Bay, Yahoo, Apple, Net flix & Earth
link combined. [Chris Hedges., Empire of illusion : The
end of literacy & the triumph of spectalce , Nation Books
USA 2009, p. 58]
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BB fe eI BE G o TP L Gy E ¥
At BB UL S bWl
The LU 8 AU 1ae St U Tk 1 E o bl

‘Ll‘,‘wj"/uﬁ impire of illusion
The football coach is Berkeley's highest paid employee.
He makes about 3 million dollar. [p. 94]
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The porn stars make anywhere from 1500 dollar to 3000

dollar an hour as prostitute. [p. 68, ibid]
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There are now sports heroes who make more of a salary
in one year than the greatest westren scientists or
scholars will do in his or her life time. [S. H. Nasr: A

Young Muslim’s guide to the modern world, Suhail
Academy Lahore, 1988, p.232]
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% The average schoolteacher in the United States makes
about $43,000 per year. David Letterman, the late-night
talk show host, earns $31 million a year.

3<John Roberts, chief justice of the U.S. Supreme Court,
is paid $217,400 a year. Judge Judy, who has a reality
television show, makes $25 million a year. [Justice,
What's The Right Thing To Do?, Michael ]. Sandel
,p-162]
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A crucial but under-studied incident was the legal
seizing of notes from scientists who had documented
the damage caused by a famous oil spill of the period,
the 2011 British Petroleum Deepwater Horizon. Though
leaders of the scientific community protested, scientists
yielded to the demands, thus helping set the stage for
further pressure on scientists from both governments
and the industrial enterprises that governments
subsidized and protected. Then legislation was passed
(particularly in the United States) that placed limits on
what scientists could study and how they could study
it, beginning with the notorious House Bill 819, better
known as the “Sea

Level Rise Denial Bill,” passed in 2012 by the
government of what was then the U.S

. state of North Carolina (now part of the Atlantic
Continental Shelf) Meanwhile the Government
Spending Accountability Act of 2012 restricted the
ability of government scientists to attend conferences to
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share and analyze the results of their research. Though
ridiculed when first introduced, the Sea Level Rise
Denial Bill would become the model for the U.S.
National Stability Protection Act of 2025, which led to
the conviction and imprisonment of more than three
hundred scientists for “endangering the safety and
well-being of the general public with unduly alarming
threats.” By exaggerating the threat, it was argued,
scientists were preventing the economic development
essential for coping with climate change. When the
scientists appealed, their convictions were upheld by the
U.S. Supreme Court under the Clear and Present Danger
doctrine, which permitted the government to limit
speech deemed to represent an imminent threat. Had
scientists exaggerated the threat, inadvertently
undermining the evidence that would later vindicate
them? [Nomi Oreskes & E. Mcnway The collapse of
western civilization: a view from the future , Columbia
University Press. New York, 2014, p. 13, 14]
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It is a widely held view that science is basically an

inductive empirical method for obtaining knowledge.
Simply stated, the scientific method is one way of going
about the business of acquiring knowledge. A definite
sequence of procedures is followed in order to find
specific kinds of answers to specific kinds of questions.
Scientific method, can be described in the following six
steps:

Awareness and definition of a problem.
Observation and collection of relevant data.
Organization or classification of data.
Formulation of hypotheses.

Deductions from the hypotheses

Testing and verification of the hypotheses
[STANLEY M. HONER,, Invitation to philosophy
issues and options Wadsworth company USA 1992 Sixth
edition p. 60,61
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The story is about an imaginary case of planetary
misbehaviour. A. physicist of the pre Einstenian era
takes Newton's mechanics and his law of gravitation, N,

the accepted initial conditions, I, and calculates, with
their help, the path of a newly discovered small planet,
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p, But the planet deviates from the calculated path. Does
our Newtonian physicist consider that the deviation was
forbidden by Newton's theory and therefore that, once
established, it refutes the theory N? No. He suggests
that there must be a hitherto unknown planet p', which
perturbs the path of p. He calculates the mass, orbit, etc.
of this hypothetical planet and then asks an
experimental astronomer to test his hypothesis. The
planet p' is so small that even the biggest available
telescopes cannot possibly observe it; the experimental
astronomer applies for a research grant to build yet a
bigger one. In three years time, the new telescope is
ready. Were the unknown planet p' to be discovered, it
would be hailed as a new victory of Newtonian science.
But it is not. Does our scientist abandon Newton's
theory and his idea of the perturbing planet? No. He
suggests that a cloud of cosmic dust hides the planet
from us. He calculates the location and properties of this
cloud and asks for a research grant to send up a satellite
to test his calculations. Were the satellite's instruments
(possibly new ones, based on a little-tested theory) to
record the existence of the conjectural cloud, the result
would be hailed as an outstanding, victory for
Newtonian science. But the cloud is not found. Does our
scientist abandon Newton's theory, together with the
idea of the perturbing planet and the idea of the cloud
which hides it'? No. He suggests that there is some
magnetic field in that region of the universe which
disturbed the instruments of the satellite. A new satellite
is sent up. Were the magnetic field to be found,
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Newtonians would celebrate a sensational victory. But it
is not. Is this regarded as a refutation of Newtonian
science? No. Either yet another ingenious auxiliary
hypothesis is proposed or the whole story is buried in
the dusty volumes of periodicals and the story never
mentioned again. Falsification & methodology of
scientific research” [1. Imre Lakatos & A Musgrave[ed.],
Falsification & the Methodology of Scientific Research
Programmes in Criticism and the Growth of Knowledge,
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1974,
p.100-101.]
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Human nature and limits—(%/John Dupre/é' A KUl
Scientism is the idea that only question<— L'?juﬁ of science
that can be answered but all can best be answered by
seience.[P.2, Oxford Press New York 2001, First Edition]
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Science it is often said is the religion of our era. Where

once we expected priests to give us insight into the
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nature of the cosmos and of human existence, now we
look rather to men, and sometimes women, in white lab
coats.Where once public expenditure in the service of
deeper truth might have taken the form of mighty
cathedrals, today it will be found in cyclotrons and
gene- sequencers. The paralles between religion in the
medieval period and science today are brilliantly
explored by Feyerabend (1978)I shall argue that science
as it has traditionally been conceived has serious
limitations in its ability to answer some of the most
profound questions we are given to ask and, more
specifically, to answer questions about the nature and
causes of human behaviour. [Dupre ibid p.4]
:«Glﬁﬂééug)/‘u’{tfv
2L USSP
uujéi’?cywliz/al,«,L’z»ﬁLDupreuf;/gu’l‘Lgu"’/L«
& c}wil{éuaé(ﬁ/ééu{JJU'.'/L#(L/J;U,?JE)I/Z
The distinguished twentieth-century philosopher
of science Imre Lakatos once remarked that scientists
typically understand science about as well as fish
understand hydrodynamics (1978:62,n.2) . It is difficult
to judge whether this jibe can fairly be applied to Levitt
as he makes almost no effort to explain what he thinks
science is; Indeed it might be that his view of science is
best captured by American Supreme Court Justice Potter
Stewart's immortal reflection on his failure to define

obsenity: "I know it when I see it;" He quotes with
approval a remark by the geneticist Steven Jones; "all
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[scientists] use a shared grammar that allows them to
recognize their craft when they see it "(cited in Levitt
1999: 14) One might immediately wonder whether this
doesn't beg the question who is to count as a scientist
and therefore to be capable of this infallible recognitioin,
though in theory we could imagine a closed set of
people all of whom recognized every other member f
the set and no one else as being real scientists. [ibid
p-113, 114]
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The Great Degeneration How Institutions Decay and
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According to IMF the gross public and Private debts of
the total debts of USA , Japan etc approaching at the
highest levell in history
The private Debt together with the government debts,
the burdens have no precedent in history: Japan 512 per
cent of GDP, Britain 507 per cent, France 346 per cent,
Italy 314 per cent, the United States 279 per cent,
Germany 278 per cent.

The heart of the matter is the way public debt
allows the current generation of voters to live at the
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expense of those as yet too young or as yet unborn. In
this regard the statistics commonly cited as government
debt are themselves deeply misleading, for they
encompass only the sums owed by governments in the
form of bonds. The rapidly rising quantity of these
bonds certainly implies a growing charge on those in
employment, now and in the future, since-even if the
current low rates of interest enjoyed by the biggest
sovereign borrowers persist- the amount of money
needed to service the debt must inexorably rise. But the
official debts in the form of bonds do not include the
often far larger unfunded liabilities of welfare schemes
like-to give the biggest American programmes
Medicare, Medicaid and Social Security.

The Best available estimate for the difference
between the net present value of federal government
liabilities and the net present value of future federal
revenues is $200 trillion, nearly thirteen times the debt
as stated by the US Treasury. Notice that these figures
too are incomplete since they omit the unfunded
liabilities of state and local governments, which are
estimated to be around $38 strillion. These mind
boggling numbers represent nothing less than a vast
claim by the generation currently retired or about to
retire on their children and grandchildren, who are
obliged by current law to find the money n the future,
by submitting either to substantial increases in taxation
or to drastic cuts in other forms of Public expenditure.

To illustrate the magnitude of the American
problem the economist Laurence Kotlikoff calculates
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that to eliminate the federal government's fiscal gap
would require an immediate 64 per cent increse in all
federal taxes or an immediate 40 per cent cut in all
federal expenditures.

When Kotlikoff compiled his 'generational
accounts' for the United Kingdom more than a decade
ago he estimatede (on what proved to be the correct
assumption that the then government would increase
welfare and healthcare spending) that there would need
to be a 31 per cent increase in income tax revenues and a
46 per cent increase in national insurance revenues to
close the fiscal gap.

Society is indeed a contract... the state... is ... a
partnership not only between those who are living but
between those who are living those who are dead and
those who are to be born.

In the enoprmous inter generational transfers
implied by current fiscal policies we see a shocking and
perhaps un paralleled breach of precisely that
partnership.[ Nial Ferguson ., The Great Degeneration
2012 Penguin Books UK P. 40, 41, 42, 43]
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and implicit - has become a way for the older generation
to live at the expence of the young and the unborne.
(p.151 1b1d)
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