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"It is proper and at the same time pleasant to know who
these Brahmins are? You must know that they are and
when the king takes a wife, he selects the most worthy
and the most honoured of these Brahmins and makes
him sleep the first night with his wife in order that he
may deflower her .Do not imagine that the Brahmin
goes willingly to perform this operation.The king is
obliged to pay him four hundred to five hundred ducats.
The king only and no other person in Calicut adopts this
practice. -Voyages of Verthema (Hakluyat society,
vol.1, p.141),

When the Samorin marries, he must not cohabit with
his bride till the Namboodiri {Nambudari Brahmins jor
Chief priest enjoyed her, and if the Chief Priest pleases,
he may have three nights of her company, because the
first fruits of her nuptials must be a holy oblation to the
God he worships. Some of the nobles are so
complacent as to allow the clergy the same tribute but
the common pecple tannot have that compliment paid
to them, but are forced to supply the priests who place
themselvesabovethecommon maniVel gp:308) L)
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“The ladies of Tamuri family who are generally
impregnated of the servile class, could take(r™)their
food without drinking the water in which the toes of the
Brahmins were washed. Sir P.C. Roy once described
how in his childhood, rows of children belonging to the
servile classes used to stand for hours together in the
morning on the road side in Calcutta with cups of water
in their hands waiting for a Brahmin to pass,ready to

wash his feet and take it to their parents waiting to sip it
before taking their food” (re)
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