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Freedom in its most abstract sense means the absence
of external obstacles to the realization of desires. Taken in this
abstract sense, freedom may be increased either by
maximizing power or by minimizing wants. An insect which
lives for a few days and then dies of cold may have perfect
freedom according to the definition, since the cold may alter its
desires , so that there is no moment when is wishes to achieve

the impossible . Among human beings, also, this.(5)
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When it comes to judging the degree or the quality of the
religious devotion of different Muslim leaders, | must plead
incompetence. | do not feel qualified to judge whether the
non-neutralist shah of Iran is more , or less decout than the
neutralist king of Afghanistan , or which of the two soldier
-statesmen who preside over the destinies of non-neutralist
Pakistan and neutralist Sudan is the "better Muslim".
As for the potentially more relevent question- namely,
whether or not the two groups of rulers entertain different
concepts of the role of Islam in national and international
affairs, which may account for their pursuit of opposite foreign
policies--the evidence decidedly points to a negetive answer.
For the clear- cut division of Muslim rulers into neutralists and
non -neutralists does not neatly correspond to their division into
secularists and nonsecularists. Non does there apear to be any
correlation between "secuiarism” on the domestic level and
"secularism” on the international level, even as far as the same
person is concerned . King Hasan of Morocco and idris of Libya

are separated in foreign policy by the fence that divides
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neutralists from non-neutralists; but they are closer to one
another in thier vision of islamic polity than is King Hasan to his
neighbours and fellow-neutralists.(7)
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The Kashmirian history shows that asoka built temples both for
siva and buddha and since his reign,the two faiths buddhism
and sivaism flourished in kashmir side by side an even claimed
at times the same persons as their devotees the unbiassed
Hindi mindthere is not much of difference between Buddhist
and Saiva doctrines.In both the systems,the highest truth or the
ultimate reality is unknowable, Buddhism calling it Nirvana or
Sunyata and Sivaism, particularly the pratyabhijna or the
idealist school of kashmir, denoting it as Siva.Siva be explained
as santa,i.e undisturbed by birth and death, the Buddhists
would have no objection to accept it as Sunyata or
Nirvana.Both the systems look upon the phenomenal universe
as subject to origin and decay:the caused and conditionat
theory of Buddhism corresponds to the reoduction and
destruction cult of Sivaism,the fundamental dafference
between the two being the denial by Buddhism of any real
individual self or an infinite self as opposed the assertion of
same by Sivaisim or Brahmanism generally.As regards the
externals,asceticism and certain mythological and metaphysical
ideas may be pointed out as the common features of the two
systems. Buddhism favoured asceticism but did not ook upon
it as the essential means of salvation, while in sivaism, the

ascetic ideals Siva is placed as compulsory every devotes for
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Soon after came Somanada, a great genius, the founder of
paratyabhijna School ,with his dazling treatise the
Shivadrashi.Utpaladeva whose books pratyabhinja and
Stotravali are given a place of authority on the subject tived in
the tenth century. The most prolific, profound and versatile
thinker on Shaivism is Abhinavagupta who was born between
950 and 960 A.D. He was a hterary critic énd the greatest
exponent of the Shiva philosophy and has written a number of
books including commentaries and many original works. His
monumental production of famous Tantraloka is rightly called
the encyclopaedia of the monistic idealism of Kashmir. it
comprises 5800 stanzas and is divided into 37 chapters. For
those who could not “enter into" the widely extensive Tantra-

loka. Abhinavagupta composed Tantra Sara which, as he says.
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is “composed of easy words”. Another book by him is
parmartha Sara, an admirable and beautiful synthesis of
Sankhya and Vedanta systems of philosophy. Besides being a
philosopher Abhinavagupta was a voluminous writer on several
other subjects ---Dramatugy,Rhetoric and philosophy of poetry
Abhinavagupta had thousands of followers among the
intellectuals in the vally and there is a tradition that he ,along
with tweive hundred of his disciples, watked into the Bhairva
cave near Magam and was never seen again. Other important
writers on Shivism were Kshemendra. Kshemraja, Jayaratha
and Yogaraja.
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Kashmir has been called, from ancient times,as Rishi-Bumi.
The first Rishi kashypa is said to have performed prayers and
pemances due to which the vally of kashmir came into origin.
"In historical times we first come across sages & savants of the
highest order who lived here soon after the advent of
Buddhism. The Fourth Buddhist Council was convoked by
kanishka, in the last quarter of the first century A.D. Many
Buddist scholars from outside are said to have attended the

deliberation among Muslim Saints, after the advent o/ isiain in



71

the 13th century A.D. Musiim Rishis, like the Babas, Saiyids
are the chief preachers of islam. But the Saiyids stand first in
the hierarcy, the prominent among them being:- Dastgir Sahab
., Nakshbanda Shahb, & Hamdan Sahab, Nur-du-din Sahab
was primararily kashmiri, Besides, the Muslim Saint, there are
a number of Pirs, Fakirs & Darveshas in kashmir. Among the
Hindu saints mention may be made of Lalleshvari, Rupa
Bhawani, Rishipir & Swami Grata Bab. Mahaiyakak, Gopi Nath
Bhagwan, Kashi Nath, Viday Dhar, sona Kak & Swami Ramju
& Baba, Mirakh Shah Sahab was a Muslim Saint.
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The people of kashmir, both Hindus and Muslims alike have
their rituals and cermonies which may differ from those of
people outside kashmir, kashmiri social customes are generally
connected with both marriage and death. Of course, due to the
changing living conditions, these ritulas have also undergone
change. The rituals of a pandat are :- kahnethar, Zarakasai,

Yagnopavit, Manzirat, Divagon & Lagan. In winter kichri
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Amavas & Gadbhatta are observed. Similarly, the ritulas of a
Muslim are Azan, Takbir , Sundar & Fatiha, performed on
different occasions".{16)
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Buddhism in Kashmir by Dr.Nalnaksha,p 10, Amar .('")
pnnting press, Vigaya Nagar,Dehli.
The History of struggle for freedom in Kashmir, preminath _(I")
Bazaz ,p29,published National Book Foundation Heraid

Ltd.Karachi.

The Culture of Kashmir S.M.Igbal p.31 Fine Printers  -(t0)
Karachi.
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