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building up of a nation which may emerge the leading one in the
community of the nations, with love for all and malice towards none.

Presently the duality of the two systems of education, the
Universities vs. the Madrasa is, however, taxing the forbearance of the
traditionalists to the effect that the products of the Madrasa are neither
artisans, craftsmen and technicians, nor they possess any recognised
degree which may enable them to participate in the national and state
competitions for administrative, police & military services, or bank and
company services etc. Their only opening - with conditiohing and
qualifying parentheses - is the teaching job and that too only in
independent profession, such as journalism, high business or
automations. This is because they are ill-equipped in so far as modern
knowledge/technology goes.

In their course of studies, they don’t acquire modern social, exact
or applied sciences. Their syllabi still consist of the old texts, written
several hungdred years ago in Arabic language. Certain attempts at
reforming the syllabi proved to be of marginal utility only, some
mending here and some patch work therse,

A big chunk of the nation, if it becornes a Liability, while it may
easily turn into an Asset, in that event it becomes the responsibility of
the intellegentsia to worlc out ways and means, to exploit the great
potential to the use of the humanity. A great potential it is no doubt;
only it is to be fully utilised. And for utilisation, even one point
programme may suffice: To link them with the University system after
declaring them as centres of advanced studies.

However the Madrasas have several positive points to their credit.
Amaong them, for example, their success in imparting education to the
teeming millions by spending one thousandth of the national funds —
and that too not from the state exchequer but raising it in donations;
and the product of Madrasa system being far superior at least five
“times ahead in the knowledge of the subjects common between them
and the universities. o

Perhaps the joint efforts of the reprelsézntatives of both the system,
of Madrasas and Universities, to bring ‘about a change for the better,
may bear fruits, e

kAER
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MAULANA AZAD-CENTENARY CELEBRATION
A BRIEF NOTE ON
MADRASA SYSTEM OF EDUCATION
IN INDIA & ITS REFORM
RANCHI & DELHI SEMINARS 7-9 MAY & 7 JUNE, 1990

Before the advent of British, the ancient and medieval education
in India was mainly based on Pathshalas and Madrasas with a Guru-
Chela direct relationship.

In British India, the rebels of 1857 surrendered physically: but,
mentally they always remained at Revolt. From Wahabis extermination
and deportment to Andamans down to Maulana Azad’s internment at
Ranchi, there is a long story of how the revolutionaries kept burning
the spark of Freedom Movement by creating parallel systern of
education in the form of Madrasas and producing therefrom the
stalwards like Sheikhul-Hind Mahmood Hasan, Husain Ahmad Madani,
Hifzur Rahman, Mufti Ateequr Rahman and a host of others. The
Madrasas taught Arabic; and through Arabic, they taught all medieval
sciences and humanities. And they taught that to live a life under an
imperialist power is a crime.

Under the leadership of Maulana Azad, the product of these
Madrasas led an independent life and never accepted any service
under imperialist Government; and they fought, shoulder to shoulder,
with their brethern countrymen, the heroic battle for freedom.

Today these Madrasas like these of Darul Uloom, Deoband,
Nadwatul Ulama, Lucknow, Mazahirul Uloom, Saharanpur and others
on their lines, alongwith a parallel system of official Madrasas like Aalia
of Calcutta, Shamsul Huda of Patna, are busy in performing their
mission devotedly. In the changed conditions of an independent Indian
nation, however, the institution of Madrasas, like the institution of
Universities, has not attracted the attention of our best minds, least of
all the attention of the leaders of our destenies, as how to perform the
sacred duty of producing excellent citizens, with such character, whom
India may rightfully be proud of.

The need of the hour is to integrate our systems of education and
to give the education a purpose, a direction, which is no less than the
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