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‘When the Abbasid Caliphate declined and new independent states

emerged in the eastern part of the Caliphate, these rulers revived the
ancient Iramian traditions and institutions. The ruling dynasties of
Samanid, Ziyarid, and Buid associated themselves with anciest Eranian
dynasties i order to legitimise their rule.
This attempt showed that in Central Asia and Iran, people were still under
the spell of ancient lranian culture and civilisation and believed that
individuals belonging to the ancient royal families were endowed by a ‘royal
light' (far) which distinguished them from others.

Therefore, the newly emerging dynasties enthusiastically revived the
Iranian model of Kingship, established traditional administrative
institutions and introduced ancient court ceremonies to gain acceptance as
the inheritors of
the past. They revived all the traditions of reyal titles, modes of homage,
etiquette, processions, hestowal of robe of honour 'and cash awards,
distributien of charity amung pour, patronisation of poets who composed
panegyric peetry in their honour, building menuments and tombs to remind
coming generations of their ruie and kecp their memory alive after their
death. All these efforts were made te deeper the loyalty ameng people and
immortalise their dynastic rule.

The Irani modeS of kingship suited these rulers because it provided
them unlimited power and unchallenged authority. When this _m_qg.!gllast
consolidated, the Muslim jurists had no alternative but te justify it
according to the teachings of Isiam, The Saljugi wazir, Nizamal Mulk Tusi,
in his book Siyasatmama writes that God creates a person in each period
who has royal qualities and who looks after his subjects. God, through him,
averts chaos and natural calamities. He consolidates his grandeur in order
that peaple can live under his just rule in peace.

(On the basis of these theories, the king derived his authority directly
from God and came te be regarded as zill-i-llajhi or shadow of God. This
made the king into a powerful and sacred being. To criticise or to rebel
against him was 2 heinous crime. Thus the Muslim jurists gave religious
sanction 1o the office of kingship and advised people to remain loyal to their
rulers. £
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0 Fw" derails please see, Muslim Kingships, Mubarak Ali
" Daily Dawn Karachi, Sunday Review page 11, 11/7/2010
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The Noble Quran,Translation by Muhammad Tagiuddin = &
Al Rilali and Dr. Muhammad Mohsin Khan,Page 9.
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